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Spark NH Data Committee Summary
11-22-11

Present: Tricia Tilley, Linda Parker, Shannon Wood, Debra Nelson, Stacey Marsland, Pamela Durkee, Carolyn Stiles, Lori Harris, Susan Wall, Ellen Fineberg, JoAnn Cobb, Becky Berk, Ruth Littlefield, Elizabeth Collins, Anne Cocci (by phone), Janine Lesser, Laura Milliken, Kerri Coons (presenting)
Unable to attend: April Hall, Jessica Witkowski

1. Review of action items from last meeting
· Tricia emailed birth certificate data fields, invited Ruth Littlefield to join committee
· Becky called Building Bright Futures in Vermont to try to get someone to come an speak with us about their data system.  They were unable to come to the meeting. 
· Debra brought a list of the Child Protection data field and arranged for Kerri Coons to be here to present on Rapid Insights
· Laura is working on engaging business and families.  Is exploring possibly using United Way’s connections to bring in the business community. 

2. Updates from other committees:
· Needs Assessment committee:  trying to figure out what the committee needs to do?  What kind of assessment?  Coordination of activities that answer questions, what are the questions, what criteria for prioritizing them?  We will have a joint meeting in January to use a Prioritization tool to look at the questions? Data committee is going to feed data to Needs Assessment
· Quality Committee- Working on creating a common idea of what is quality?  Quality improvement is based on data, need to determine what kind of data we are talking about. 

3. Requests from other committees/Council – From Needs Assessment – request for joint meeting

4. Brief summary of accomplishments / decisions made
a. Rapid Insight presentation: Kerri Coons, DEAS - Rapid Insight Veera is a business intelligence tool which pulls in data, links and manipulates to produce reports. It can pull in other documents and sources of data to create reports. It began in the education arena. Kerri brought a handout to explain the process of using the software by using an example of merged data.  It is an intuitive tool, but it does take time to think about what you want to do with the data – and therefore how to define the process.  You need to think about what the question is you are trying to answer.  The company is located in Conway.
This is a tool to link data. Within DHHS it’s doable since permissions already exist.  Dept. of Ed does not have permissions to share data currently. We would have to get a consultant to help us figure out how to make it work and DHHS might not allow them.  It was pointed out that there are some people who are already vetted to work with State data that we might look at first. It is hard to get reliable data from small communities.  But it depends on the questions you are asking -- as long as everyone is thinking about the same points. Reporting by zip code will help to identify data from different geographic areas. 
To buy a license to use the software is about $3000 then annually $1500.  They do make changes to software as needed, and seek input from clients. They have a help desk. 
We may need to involve policy committee as we move toward data decisions.
b. Kids Count: changes for 2012: Ellen Fineberg
Laura handed out the Table of Contents from the NH Kids Count Book to show what data has been collected by Kids Count in NH in the past.
Ellen explained that other states report out data on a county level, which is more manageable/ easily comparable.  NH has been reporting by town or aggregate of towns.  This year Kids Count wants to choose large communities, to have at least one in each county.  At the Annie Casey website you can manipulate the data.
Children’s Alliance needs to determine which early childhood indicators in the report will remain statistically significant whether there are other early childhood data available that they could be using.  They are planning to continue the infant mortality rate and WIC measures.
Suggestions included collecting TANF data, ESS data, data on children who receive SSI based on their own disability.  People felt that “child care capacity” is not capturing all children.  How do we go beyond what the State supplies for data? We need to determine what are the questions we want answered.
c. Birth Certificate Fields:  
There is a great deal of information in this data.  Tricia asked if people had questions about the fields.  There is currently no measure of parents’ substance abuse other than tobacco.  Birth conditions registry is done separately. We will discuss these more next time.

5. Requests to other committees/Council
Combined committee meeting in January?  Consensus is yes
6. Action Items / Who is Responsible / Due Dates

Ruth to present or bring someone to present on the data system used at NH DOE
Everyone should bring a list of data fields that their organizations/agencies currently collect.

7. Meeting Evaluation
What worked well: materials in advance, helpful to pick peoples’ brains, presentations, muffins
Was it a good use of time?: yes

[bookmark: _GoBack]Next meeting: Dec 13, 2011 at 1:00pm
