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Spark NH Vision:  All New Hampshire children and their families are healthy, learning, and thriving now and in the future.
Spark NH Mission: Provide leadership that promotes a comprehensive, coordinated, sustainable early childhood system that achieves positive outcomes for young children and families, investing in a solid future for the Granite State.

Spark NH Quality of Early Childhood Programs and Services Committee

Tuesday 1-17-2012 Meeting, 1:00 – 3:00, Delta Dental Building, 2 Delta Drive

Meet: 3rd Tuesday, 1:00-3:00

Committee Charge:  Advise lead agencies on issues relative to Federal and State program standards, review/revise as feasible quality standards for early childhood programs, ensure access to coordination/collaboration among programs.

Meeting Chair:  Carolyn Stiles

Note taker:  Maria Butler
1. Participants:  Charna Aversa, Carolyn Stiles, Kristin Booth, Patty Tripp, Laura Milliken, Allison Butler, Tamara Feldman. Not Present: Maria Butler, Melissa Clement, Carole Dennis, Leslie Doster, Kelli Fletcher, Scot Foster, Carol Garhart, Brenda Lafratta, Julie McConnell, Pat Meattey, Jennifer Mullaney, Debra Nelson, Terry Ohlson-Martin, Alexandra Schack, Lenore Sciuto, Kirsten Scobie, Amy Upton, Elissa Margolin, Mandy Elliott.
2. Meeting summary recorder: Charna Aversa; Maria Butler will be the note taker in February.

3. Review of action items from last meeting: Review minutes: Corrections to be made to spelling of Kristin Booth’s name and Patty Tripp’s name. Other than this, the minutes were accepted.
4. List of major agenda items:

Introductions and Housekeeping: We are looking for someone to share the responsibility of Chairing. Carolyn will be unable to attend and lead the meeting in March.

QRIS: Nothing new was sent to add to table with information from missing states. Information can still be sent to Debra. Kristin reported that the Child Development Bureau must complete a QRIS focused on childcare by 9/30/2013. Eventually a broader QRIS would be a goal. This group can talk about what we want to do and if anyone would like to be considered for the QRIS taskforce, they can contact Kristin.
This group could begin to crosswalk for a broader QRIS. Identify elements that would span groups such as cultural competence. We could help Kristin by looking at the plan for putting QRIS together and providing feedback. Kristin will complete plan and present to the group for feedback.
Head Start and childcare have enough commonality that the new QRIS may be relevant. SPARK NH has a broader scope. Our work will have two levels, providing feedback for the childcare QRIS and then looking at the broader picture. Home visiting standards crosswalk – delayed pending home visiting work being done by Carolyn.  Conversation with Trish Tilley identified a survey that Carolyn will look at. There may be some elements of a crosswalk already in existence. Carolyn will follow up and see what we may be able to use. Crosswalk will help us with the bigger discussion.

Strategic Plan, Goal 2: Patty did add action steps and sent to Debra Nelson. Patty will forward to Laura and have it sent to everyone as a draft.
Review Strategic Plan, Goal 4: CDB Strategic Plan alignment reviewed. SPARK NH is tasked to create a strategic plan for NH. We are looking at what already exists.  Discussion around the structure of the existing plan: Are there things missing? Data could be added to each category. This plan is limited. Maybe we need to expand. Should be more comprehensive? Could we create a crosswalk for agency strategic plans? We need to agree on categories and then sub categories, create survey to go out   to stakeholders for feedback and finally crosswalk all responses. We like the format of the state QRIS crosswalk. We could use a similar format.
Categories: We will focus on quality and focus on and expand on the measures used on the QRIS crosswalk. We can create a template that each committee can use and add to.  Note: We should be sure to include items regarding access.

5. Major/relevant updates from other committees:

Certificate available for attendance

Data committee is looking at Rapid Insights for sharing information and identifying commonalities. We can continue to do our work as needed yet may be able to share relevant info with one another. This may apply to this committee.

6. Requests from other committees/Council:

Try to pick a secretary – this will be tabled to next meeting when more are attending

7. Brief summary of accomplishments / decisions made:

The crosswalk that the Quality Committee will do, will focus on quality and not try to address all areas as the current Strategic Plan Crosswalk document does.

8. Requests to other committees/Council:

Laura will check with Jackie to see if the list of prospective EC partners developed prior to Governor appointed Council will help to identify programs that should be included in crosswalk for Goal 3

Who’s missing? Who should be included?  Can we use the list that was generated when we were thinking about who should be on the council. Or the communication committee’s list of organizations we should be talking to.

9. Action Items / Who is Responsible / Due Dates: February  21, 2012

a. Carolyn will follow up on conversation with Trish Tilley and see what we may be able to use in QRIS – like crosswalk.

b. Kristin will complete QRIS plan and present to the group for feedback.

c. Next meeting we will project existing QRIS State crosswalk and look at adding and modifying to meet our purposes.

d. Laura will ask Debra or Jackie for the original membership grid used to determine membership to the steering committee and send out to the group.

10. Who will report at next Council Meeting: Charna Aversa

11. Meeting Evaluation:

· Small group is both a pro and con. Small group made for a lot of conversation. 

· Committees and taskforces are asking what are our tasks and what do we need to do accomplish them.
